
VETERANS DAY, 2012

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

Whether they fought in Salerno or Samarra, Heartbreak Ridge or Helmand, Khe Sanh or the Korengal, 
our veterans are part of an unbroken chain of men and women who have served our country with 
honor and distinction. On Veterans Day, we show them our deepest thanks. Their sacri�ces have helped 
secure more than two centuries of American progress, and their legacy af�rms that no matter what 
confronts us or what trials we face, there is no challenge we cannot overcome, and our best days are still 
ahead.

This year, we marked the 200th  anniversary of the War of  1812. We began to commemorate the  
50th anniversary of the Vietnam War. We welcomed our veterans back home from Iraq, and we con-
tinued to wind down operations in Afghanistan. These milestones remind us that, though much has 
changed since Americans �rst took up arms to advance freedom’s cause, the spirit that moved our fore-
bears is the same spirit that has de�ned each generation of our service members. Our men and women 
in uniform have taught us about strength, duty, devotion, resolve—cornerstones of a commitment to 
protect and defend that has kept our country safe for over 200 years. In war and in peace, their service 
has been sel�ess and their accomplishments have been extraordinary.

Even after our veterans take off the uniform, they never stop serving. Many apply the skills and experi-
ence they developed on the battle�eld to a life of service here at home. They take on roles in their com-
munities as doctors and police of�cers, engineers and entrepreneurs, mothers and fathers. As a grateful 
Nation, it is our task to make that transition possible—to ensure our returning heroes can share in the 
opportunities they have given so much to defend. The freedoms we cherish endure because of their 
service and sacri�ce, and our country must strive to honor our veterans by ful�lling our responsibilities 
to them and upholding the sacred trust we share with all who have served.

On days like this, we are called to re�ect on immeasurable burdens that have been borne by so few. We 
pay tribute to our wounded, our missing, our fallen, and their families—men and women who have 
known the true costs of con�ict and deserve our deepest respect, now and forever. We also remember 
that our commitments to those who have served are commitments we must honor not only on Veterans 
Day, but every day. As we do so, let us reaf�rm our promise that when our troops �nish their tours 
of duty, they come home to an America that gives them the bene�ts they have earned, the care they 
deserve, and the fullest opportunity to keep their families strong and our country moving forward.

With respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service members have made to the cause of 
peace and freedom around the world, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of 
each year shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor our Nation’s veterans.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, do hereby pro-
claim November 11, 2012, as Veterans Day. I encourage all Americans to recognize the valor and sacri�ce 
of our veterans through appropriate public ceremonies and private prayers. I call upon Federal, State, 
and local of�cials to display the �ag of the United States and to participate in patriotic activities in their 
communities. I  call on all Americans, including civic and fraternal organizations, places of worship, 
schools, and communities to support this day with commemorative expressions and programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of November, in the year of our 
Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA



Veterans Day Assembly
November 8, 2013

Wahoo High School/Bishop Neumann High School
Wahoo, Nebraska

WPS Performance-Learning Center - 9:30 a.m.

Ceremony sponsored by the 2013-2014 WHS Student Council
Student Council Sponsor - Ryan Mueller

Audience Stands

I. Posting of the Colors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wahoo VFW Beaver-
       Bartek 4502 and 
       American Legion 
       Post 82

II. Pledge of Allegiance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jacob Wirka
       K.J. Russ
       Tschida Johnson

III. The Star-Spangled Banner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WHS Concert Band
             (Mr. Jason Smith)
                    BNHS Concert Band
                     (Mrs. Joann Couton)

Audience May Be Seated

IV. Introductory Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evann Vrana

V. Student Reading . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rosie Welsh
       
VI.   Musical Selections
 *Salute to America’s Finest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WHS/BNHS Concert Bands
        (Mr. Jason Smith & Mrs. Joann Couton)
 *God Bless America .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WHS Blue & Gold Choir
                  (Mrs. Julie Baker-Anderson)
               Bishop Neumann HS Choir
                  (Mr. Kirk Brown)

VII. Introduction of Veterans Day Speaker . . . . . . . . .  Ronnie Brust

VIII. Veterans Day Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  CSM Eli A. Valenzuela
  Command Sergeant Major, NE Army National Guard
IX. Closing Quotation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Clayton Redding

Audience Stands

X. Moment of Silence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Taps

XI. Assembled Colors Retired

XII. Postlude (America) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WHS/BNHS Concert Bands
             (Mr. Jason Smith & Mrs. Joann Couton)

Student Body Dismissed

CSM Eli A. Valenzuela
   Command Sergeant Major Eli A. Valenzuela is the State Com-
mand Sergeant Major of the Nebraska Army National Guard.  
   CSM Valenzuela enlisted in the Nebraska Army National 
Guard in September 1979 and attended Basic/Advanced Indi-
vidual Training at Ft Sill, Oklahoma. He remained a Traditional 
Soldier until his appointment to State Command Sergeant Ma-
jor in 2010. During his time in the military he has served as an 
Artilleryman, Signalman, NCOES Instructor, Drill Sergeant and 
Military Policeman.  
   In December 2002, 1SG Valenzuela was called to active duty 
and deployed to Bosnia & Herzegovina in support of Operation 
Joint Forge. Upon his return, 1SG Valenzuela was promoted to Command Sergeant Major of the 168th 
Quartermaster Battalion in February 2004.
   In June 2006, CSM Valenzuela and the 867th Quartermaster Battalion were called to active duty 
in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. The unit was transformed into a Corps Support Battalion 
and was comprised of four Army National Guard companies, two Army Reserve companies and four 
Active Duty companies. CSM Valenzuela was responsible for the health and welfare of the over 1600 
soldiers that comprised the Corps Support Battalion.
   In January 2008, CSM Valenzuela was selected as the Brigade Command Sergeant Major of the 
newly re-organized 67th Battlefield Surveillance Brigade. 
   In February 2010, CSM Valenzuela was selected by BG Judd H. Lyons as the 9th Nebraska State 
Command Sergeant Major. Along with the appointment comes the responsibility for the nearly 4000 
soldiers that comprise the Nebraska Army National Guard. 
   CSM Valenzuela’s civilian occupation was also one of public service. He is a retired Nebraska State 
Trooper. His State Patrol assignments in his over 25 years of service include the Traffic Division, the 
Nebraska State Patrol Training Academy and the Executive Protection Detail.
   CSM Valenzuela and his wife, Faye, are originally from the Scottsbluff/Gering area. They currently 
reside in Lincoln, Nebraska. They have two adult daughters, Diane (Murphy) and Brittney (Poppe), 
sons-in-law, Shaun and Jason, and grandsons Korey, Tanner and Dylan.


